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MMOOVVIINNGG  TTOO  TTHHEE  DDEEEEPP  EENNDD  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPOOOOLL  

We are off to a great start, and it is hard to believe that we have already completed the first quarter of the 2010-11 school year. 

We have finished the WKCE state exam with our sophomores, celebrated and honored our Veterans at a special program on November 
11, and we’ve had a very successful fall in terms of our students achieving high levels in the our academic, vocational, and co-curricular 
areas. Please be aware that our school is very much committed to helping ALL of our students be successful, so do not hesitate to 
contact our teachers, staff members, and/or administration if you need some assistance. 

An area of special interest for me recently was some research regarding the use of technology and the impact on learning and the 
human brain. In his book, What the Internet is doing to our Brains:  The Shallows, Nicholas Carr asks a very compelling question. 
He asks:  “As we enjoy the Internet’s bounties, are we sacrificing our ability to read and think deeply?” He then proceeds to look at the 
research related to other major changes in technology over the centuries and looks at the findings from neuroscientists. 

When books were discovered, Socrates was right. People grew accustomed to writing down their thoughts and reading the thoughts of 
others instead of relying strictly on memory. We became less dependent on the contents of our memory for learning. Socrates was 
expressing an eternal fear that a new technological achievement could abolish or destroy something precious. As it turns out, books 
provided a supplement to memory, and they challenged and improved memory. This is really not all that different than the calculator 
debate we had a couple decades ago. Now calculators, both graphic and scientific, are integral parts of our math and science 
curriculum in schools. 

Carr goes on to argue that the technologies we use to find, store, and share information can literally reroute our neural pathways and 
change our brains. The printed book, as it turns out, served to focus our attention, promoting deep and creative thought. In stark 
contrast, the Internet encourages the rapid, distracted sampling of small bits of information from many sources. In other words, we are 
becoming even more adept at scanning and skimming, but we can lose our capacity for concentration, contemplation, and reflection. 
Overuse of these kinds of snippets of information may keep us at the shallow end of the pool. We need to also find ways of using the 
Internet to explore the world and think in reflective, creative, and innovative ways that place us squarely in the less comfortable and 
much more risky deep end of the pool. 

I am not trying to be an alarmist here. In the words of Christopher Chabris and Daniel Simons, “Our ability to think, focus, and learn 
won’t be destroyed by spending so much time online.” What the Internet does, is expand our sources of information to even greater 
levels so that information almost reaches infinite proportions. We need to develop strategies that enable us to “tame the Internet” by 
asking the right questions, seeking reliable sources, and expanding our knowledge much the way books did centuries ago. How does 
this translate into behaviors for the present? Here are a few thoughts: 

• Don’t lose your moral compass when exploring for information on the Internet. There is a wealth of information available at our 
fingertips, some of it is extraordinary, some is garbage 

• Learn how to effectively use the search engines to obtain better, valid, and reliable information 

• Read more in depth articles and seek multiple sources and solutions 

• When texting, write less frequently and with more substance. For example, we really do not need to check email every ten minutes. 
This can become an addiction. In fact, this can be rude when in the company of family members and with others 

• DO NOT TEXT WHEN DRIVING. This is a highly dangerous activity! 

• Use moderation when using the Internet for entertainment. For example, if you are playing a videogame for days on end and this is 
negatively impacting your family, friends, and school life, its time for a reality check 

• Become tech savvy so that you can learn how to use the Internet to expand your knowledge of the world and universe 

Once again, in the words of Chabris and Simons, “So Google is not making us stupid. PowerPoint is not destroying literature, and the 
Internet is not really changing our brains. But they may well be making us think we’re smarter than we really are, and that is a 
dangerous thing.” Using only skimming and scanning approaches will not prepare you to move from the shallows. More in-depth uses 
with technology and the Internet can help you move to the deep end of the pool and excel.  

At Chi-Hi, our staff is continually seeking ways to use technology and the Internet as tools to increase the learning and achievement of 
our students. This technology, however, is not a panacea. This technology will not by itself promote high levels of thinking in our 
students. The challenge for us is to promote the use of technology in rich, deep, and thoughtful ways and to get beyond the quick scan 
and skim approach. We must continually find ways to help our students become problem solvers, critical thinkers, and to use their 
imaginations. The Internet can help us with this. 

Please join us in helping our students use the Internet and technology in ways that will promote the learning, growth, and development 
of our students in powerful and productive ways. As our students progress from the shallows to the deep end of the pool, we want them 
to be highly successful. Enjoy the upcoming holiday season. 

Best regards 
 
 
 
James H. Sauter, Ph.D. 
Principal 

 
Sources:  Nicholas Carr, What The Internet Is Doing To Our Brains:  The Shallows, 2010; W.W. Norton Publishing; 

Christopher Chabris, Daniel Simons, Your Brain On Computers, Los Angeles Times, July 25 



UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  BBRREEAAKKSS 

TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  BBrreeaakk  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  2244--2266  

Classes resume November 29 

 
HHoolliiddaayy  BBrreeaakk  

DDeecceemmbbeerr  2233--DDeecceemmbbeerr  3311  
Classes resume January 3 

 

  

PPLLAANN  NNOOWW  FFOORR  

FFIIRRSSTT  SSEEMMEESSTTEERR  FFIINNAALLSS  

JJaannuuaarryy  1199--2211,,  22001111  

First semester ends Friday, January 21, 2011. Finals will 
take place WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  1199; TThhuurrssddaayy,,  
JJaannuuaarryy  2200; and FFrriiddaayy,,  JJaannuuaarryy  2211. It is important for 
parents/guardians and students to be aware of the 
following information prior to final testing. Your 
cooperation with our policies is appreciated.  

• NNoo  ppaasssseess  aarree  iissssuueedd  dduurriinngg  ffiinnaallss. This includes 
“Tardy Passes” and “Passes to Leave the Building” 
for appointments.  

• NNoo  wwoorrkk  rreelleeaassee  pprriivviilleeggeess  wwiillll  bbee  hhoonnoorreedd. 
Students need to inform their employer that they are 
not available for work during finals. 

• NNoo  ssttuuddyy  hhaallllss  dduurriinngg  ffiinnaallss. Students may use the 
library or resource rooms during study halls. Students 
need not be in the building during study hall class 
periods. 

• NNoo  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  ((oorr  ggrraaddee  sscchhoooollss)).. 
Please do not visit other schools during finals (without 
prior approval) 

• SSttuuddeennttss  mmuusstt  rreemmaaiinn  iinn  ccllaassss  ffoorr  tthhee  eennttiirree  ccllaassss  
ppeerriioodd. Again, no passes will be issued for a student 
to leave upon completion of a final exam. 

• LLuunncchh  wwiillll  bbee  sseerrvveedd  oonn  WWeeddnneessddaayy  (1/19) aanndd  
TThhuurrssddaayy (1/20) oonnllyy. School lunch will not be 
served on Friday (1/21). 

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,,  JJAANNUUAARRYY  1199 (PER 1, 2, 3) 

PPeerriioodd  11  88::3355  aa..mm..  ——  1100::3300  aa..mm..  

PPeerriioodd  22  1100::4400  aa..mm..  ——  1122::3355  pp..mm..  

Lunch 12:35 — 1:30 

PPeerriioodd  33  11::3355  pp..mm..  ——  33::3355  pp..mm..  

  

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,,  JJAANNUUAARRYY  2200 (PER 4, 5, 6) 

PPeerriioodd  44  88::3355  aa..mm..  ——  1100::3300  aa..mm..  

PPeerriioodd  55  1100::4400  aa..mm..  ——  1122::3355  pp..mm..  

Lunch 12:35 — 1:30 

PPeerriioodd  66  11::3355  pp..mm..  ——  33::3355  pp..mm..  

 

FFRRIIDDAAYY,,  JJAANNUUAARRYY  2211  (PER 7, EB/MAKE-UP) 

PPeerriioodd  77  88::3355  aa..mm..  ——  1100::3300  aa..mm..  

EEBB//MMaakkee--uupp  1100::4400  aa..mm..  ——  1122::3355  pp..mm..  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIINNGG  WWIITTHH  YYOOUU  

AA  TTOOPP  PPRRIIOORRIITTYY 

Here are some of the key ways we will communicate 
with you during the school year: 

EEmmaaiill: Our newsletter, progress reports, and report cards 
will all be provided through this format. Updating your 
contact information and email address is an important part 
of this process. If you do not have access to email and you 
wish to obtain the information via traditional postal service, 
please let us know. 

IInnffiinniittee  CCaammppuuss: Schedules, attendance, transcripts, and 
course progress can be accessed on Infinite Campus. You 
can access your username or password on the Parent 
Portal:  

� Go to CFSD.chipfalls.k12.wi.us 
� Go to Parents � Infinite Campus Portal 
� Click on “Problems Logging In” to access step-

by-step instructions  

SScchhooooll  WWeebbssiittee: We encourage you to visit our official 
website at http://chihi.chipfalls.k12.wi.us. You can access 
school publications, schedules, staff email addresses, 
calendars, department information, daily announcements, 
newsletters and links to our athletic and activity calendars. 
 

 
 
AAtthhlleettiicc  WWeebbssiittee: Login to the high school athletics 
webpage to access dates, times, locations, directions, 
cancellations or changes to athletic schedules. 
http://athletics.chipfalls.k12.wi.us/ADWebPage.htm 
 

 
 
PPhhoonnee  MMeessssaaggeess  SSeenntt  ttoo  YYoouurr  HHoommee: Occasionally, we 
will also use our automated phone system to send out 
important information to your family. In addition, an 
automated phone call will be sent in the evening to 
parents/guardians of students with an unexcused absence 
recorded for that day. 



 

YYEEAARRBBOOOOKK  NNEEWWSS  

Please be sure to order a yearbook for your student 
so that their high school memories can be with them 
as they move into the future. Yearbooks are on sale 
through November 23 (yes, we’ve extended the 
sale)! They will retail at $70.00 on yearbook 
distribution day in late May! For a limited time you 
can get yours for only $55.00 plus processing fees!   
 
How do I order? There are 2 ways! 
 

1. Go on to the internet to the following link: 
http://store.classscene.com/ssBAYB.aspx?si
d=2021 

2. Check your mail for the yearbook order form. 
If you feel that you were missed in the 
mailing please use the email contact below 
and a PDF version of the order form can be 
emailed or mailed to you!  

 
If there are any questions please contact: 

 
Scott Sikkink 

Yearbook Advisor 
715-726-2406 ext. 1327 

sikkinsr@chipfalls.k12.wi.us 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NNEEWWSS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  KKIITTCCHHEENN  

During the upcoming school year, 
we will be highlighting a fruit and 
vegetable every month. September’s 
feature was watermelon and corn. In 
October, we highlighted apples and 
potatoes purchasing some of these 
products locally. November we are 
promoting cranberries and carrots.  

Our goal is to educate students on various fruits and 
vegetables and expose them to different foods 
through the breakfast or lunch program. Look for 
these items on the menu and the various forms we 
can incorporate them in. 

NNuuttrriittiioonn  FFrroomm  tthhee  KKiittcchheenn……  

During the month of November, we will be 
highlighting cranberries and carrots on our breakfast 
and lunch menus. Encourage your children to look at 
the menu and identify the different forms of this 
month’s fruit and vegetable.   

Did you know cranberries are only one of three fruits 
native to North America? In 2004, they decided the 
cranberry would be the official state fruit of 
Wisconsin. Plus, Wisconsin is one of only 5 states 
that grow cranberries. They are a great source of 
antioxidants. Cranberries are usually too tart to be 
eaten raw and usually need to be cooked. You can 
also eat dried cranberries  (also known as craisins) or 
add them to baked goods, salads, etc.  

Carrots are one of the most popular vegetables and 
now come in a variety of colors (orange, yellow, 
white, purple and red). This root vegetable can be 
eaten raw, cooked or steamed. It is an excellent 
source of beta-carotene, (important for eye health) as 
well as fiber, and vitamins A, C, & K. Grab raw 
carrots for a sweet, crunchy snack or cook them for 
dinner.   
 

NNOOTTIIFFYY  MMEE 

Did you know that you have the ability to request 
and receive email notification when a change or 
cancellation is made to a scheduled sporting event?   
 
Click on “Notify Me” on the Athletics Calendar on our 
website and follow the prompts on the screen. 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 



 

CCFFAAUUSSDDFF  SSCCHHOOLLAARRSSHHIIPPSS 

 

Chippewa Falls Area Unified School District Foundation scholarship applications will be 
available online at: http://staff.chipfalls.k12.wi.us/HighSchool/Foundation/application.html 
beginning February 1, 2011. The CFAUSDF is looking for students who have demonstrated 
academic achievement, have participated in school activities and community service, and who 
wish to pursue a career or interest through post-high school studies.  
 
CFAUSDF also welcomes donations by individuals or groups interested in helping deserving 
Chippewa Falls graduates pursue their goals through higher education. Visit our website or e-
mail: cfausdfoundation@yahoo.com to receive further information regarding donating to a 
general scholarship fund or establishing a donor specific scholarship. 


